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Tus author of this Addreſs is a Prelate of high and 
deſerved reputation; a Prelate, eminently diſtinguiſhed _ 
among his contemporary academics*, for acquired en- 
dowments: and native vigour of underſtanding, nar . - 
leſs conſpicuous as a theologian and philoſopher among! 
his countrymen at large. It is neither my practice, nor 
my propenſity, to think or to ſpeak of ſuch men, but 
with the language of deference and the ſentiments of 
veneration. 1 muſt be excuſed however, from the pa- 
ramount and antecedent reverence which I owe to 
TRUTH and PATRIOTISM, if I feel myſelf. compelled 
to declare an abſolute diſſatisfaction with the politicas 
nons of this writer, and if I venture to ſuggeſt at 
e ſame time a preſumption of juſter conceptions on 
theſe points from a mediocrity of talents in my fituatien; 
than from the moſt pre-eminent abilities in ,. F Our 
minds are inevitably and imperceptibly influenced by 
the contact of ſurrounding circumſtances ; and our 
convictions and our reaſonings can no more eſcape the 
aſſociations conſequent on external ſtation, than our 
bodily conſtitutions can refuſe to ſympathize with the 
climate and the atmoſphere under which we live. By / 
an eſſential alteration. in the preſent ſyſtem of our go- 


* Exari oTrepavuy , |} 
NTOV &V GN. PIND., 

+ Rarus enim ferme ſenſus communis in illa r 
Fortuna. Juvenal, viii. 73. WE WE! 
Where by ſenſus communis 1 underſtand that fort of | 
which can only refult from unawed and unobſtructed communications 
with the profanum vulgus, or ſwiniſh multitude : an advantage utterly in- 
compatible with dignified tations. Compare Quintilian, lib. 2. cap--2- 


p. 30. ed. Burm. Ta 
vernment, 


DE 


1 
vernment, if the reſult of foreign invaſion or inteſtine 
anarchy, the Biſhop of Landaft would loſe immediately 
all his ecclefraftical offices at leaſt ; whoſe emoluments, 
ik not exorbitant, appear vary canfiderable in tha eſti- 
mation of ene, who would think all his exertion in 
the cauſe of literature _— remunerated by a fifth 
part of their annual production. He would loſe alſo 
the proſpect of advancement in the Church; a prof- 
pett, in his caſe, unavoidably brilliant and conſpicuous, 
for reaſons very honourable. to himſelf; becaufe neo 
man hes a better tide to a higher ſee, from bis abilk- 
ties, nor (in m judgement) is there a fingte Pralate 
an he bench, who weuld adorn the moſt: ele vate d pre- 
ſerment mere. The fame effects would, I think, even- 


though hy a tcure 


* 


and à Cartaialy, & fyſtem with all it's 
muſk neceſſbzily apgean more eligibde to men ſo ſitu· 
ated,. than; the dangerous alternative of reformation ; 
whieh ma he well eampared ta the growing phantom 


F, maturn due hon allud velocius uthum, 
Nobifitate viget, viresque- acquirit eunddo ha 
e N mety primo, 'mox ſeſe attolit in avras, 

. * Ingrediturque ſolo, et caput inter nubila copdit. 


Bui + what are the hopes and fears of an humble 


| 1 gs BAD Citizen, 

„ veterem cum tota zrugine fotmm. Tov. 3 . 
+ Io.the mea time, I muſt. remark. in. paſſing, the.tatal ſubverſion 
of our ecctubaſtical and civit polity, as a natural and certain operation 
of the prefent adminiſtration, is ſe obvious as to agpear incapakle of 
eſcaving the mot} heędleſs obſerver ; and that hy a homibbe and ſudden 
defulation;3 whtereas thee changes of reformation would, be ap n 
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citizen, like myſelf, in the preſent eriſis? On the one i 
hand, with a continuance of our moſt kappy conſtitu- 


tion in Church and ftate, our portion is, the ſure ab- 
horrence of all good churchmen, amidſt an unwearied 


aſſertion of chriſtianity in our writings. and our life; 


perſecution, and probably impriſonment, or even mili- 
tary execution in no long time hence, if we preſume 
to aſſert the unalienable privilege of independent man 
in an Jopen declaration of our ſentiments ; or, at beſt, 


an abſolute inſulation, through legal tyranny :or popu- 
lar opprobrium, from the reaſonable benefits of ſociety: 
in ſhort, letters and phitofophy, with negle& and po- 


verty, muſt be our lot. On the other hand, from a 


ſubverſion of the government by foreign or domeſtic. 


violence, our portion would be, A fearful expe&ation 


o 
: 


of thoſe tremendous evils, which appear to no man 


more formidable, than to the ſequeſtered ſtudent, whoſe 
dear delight is peace ; which appear to no man more 
formidable, than to the genuine profeſſor of the goſpel, 
who contemplates an inſtigator of war, with his aſſo- 


ciates and abettors, as an incarnate Satan in the pandz- 
monium of infernal ſpirits. Which then, of the two 


is more likely to pronounce a right judgment on the 
preſent poſture of affairs? He, who has much to dread 
with but diſtant and precartous hopes from a change 
of ſyſtem ; or he, whoſe emoluments as an eccleſiaſtig, 
and conſequence as a privileged man, infer 
blended with the preſent adminiſtration of this coun- 
try? Certainly, the propoſed: queſtion may exhibit it- 
ſelf to one, as a neutral poſition of genera? utihty and 


public happineſs ; but can hardly fail to be blended by 
the other with an adulterated infuſion of perſonal ac- 
commodation and preſent intereſt : not becauſe the indi- 


vidual is defective, but becauſe motives muſt. operate, 
and Nature is immutable, | 


After thefe premiſes, I proceed to difcuſs ſome lead- 


tion from an eminence, but an eafy and gradual deſcent to a proper 
level. Why this inſanity then of perſevering in a ſupport of the pre- 


ent meaſures ? 


Why, but to fink beneatk Misfortune*s blow, Þ - 
With louder ruin, to the gulphs below. $ 
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| 6 | 
ing principles of the Addreſs. befare me; and if, in 
confarmity to the imperious dictates af unſophiſticated. 


Reaſon. and the undiſguiſed, frankneſs, of my own. 


temper, I ſhould. appear ta ſhew more reſpeR to in- 
trinſi e than to diſtinflions merely ac- 
cidental, and ſhould nk. the prelate in the politician; 
let no reader miſtake honeſt zeal for petulant intem- 
ce, or ſuppole me. capable, for a moment of any 
| calings but. thoſe of pure benevolence and high eſteem, 
for my illuſtrious, eppenent. The. times. are critical 


- beyond. all example of former ages. The ſocial fa- 


brics,of other days are either ſhaking from: their foun- 
dations or crumbling into, duſt. . The public car mult. 
endure to vibrate: with an inceſſant. application of found,, 
but mamentous,. doctrine. Lenitives. have been long 
ried in vain.:. the wound refufeth to be healed, Bring 
forth. the. cauſtic and. the. knife; or the. man, is. loſt for. 


% TR. Oz: 
'. Oporin.umwdag po Topawyrh i. 

.. 1* My, Fellow Countyymen, 

4 THE. ſentiments. which I ſhall, in this addreſs,. 
take the liberty, of ſtating to you on ſome intereſting 
« points, will, L hope, meet with your, candid atten- 
s tion; if not from their worth, from the conſidera - 
tion that: they are the ſentiments of an indapendent 
6 man... Fa to, . 5 a 

Undoubtedly, if the conteſt, be, preſumed. to. fubfilt, 
hetween one, miniſtry, and another, the Biſhop. of Lan- 
daff may be deemed as much as any man ſimilarly ſi- 
tnated, an independent nan. But in a more extended 
wew, af this, appellation, and agreeably to ſame re- 
marks already advanced. in the preceding pages, this 
independence cannot be ſo eafily. conceded to him. 
Fox in, faft,, very fortunately for the cauft of liberty 
and human happineſs, the competition is no longer 
partial and unimportant, between tua parties in and 
eut; of place, hut is become a conteſt of principles, of 
a general and moſt intereſting k ind, between Cox Rx ur- 
TION and REZTOIMATIOx. The preſent miniſtry, there- 

| | Fo Fel 99 A 
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people. 
penditure is that mill- ſtone, — will infallibly fink 
them and their ſyſtem to gether i in perdition,: and it is 


is 
"Oz 
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fare, _ the abuſes i in Church and State, are: ant . 


viſibly interwoven with each ather; and every man 
alive, who; profits. by. theſe enormous inequalities, carr 
by no means be eſteemed independent, but muſt be con- 
fidered in the eye of reaſon as an intereſtas fupporter of 
our exiſting forms: forms which I, with many others, 


regard as utterly inconſiſtent with the true welfare of 
the community. A main argument for the veracity: of 


the firſt Chriſtian preachers is eonſtruſted on the oppo- 


fition of their condu to their worldly intereſt, - Is | 
the evidence of an ecclefiaſtical dignitary in our 


church ſtamped with the ſame: mark eee in 
it's favourꝰ 


A new 2 of finance has this year been i intros 


&« duced; and 1 fairly own it has my approbation as 
«. far as it goes. P. 2. 
Abſtractedly conſidered, it is a: juſt and wiſe meaſure 


to. raife within the year the expences off that year; 


and, if this equitable plan had always been found ne- 


ceſlary, ſo many horrible wars would not have been 


carried on, nor would poſterity, have groaned unden 


the criminal oppreſſions of their Gnguinary anceſtors, 


But this meaſure was not adopted by. Mr. Ritt, eicher 
for it's wiſdom, or it's juſtice; but becauſe: the funding 
ſcheme can be purſued no longer, from an abfolute in- 


ability to raiſe the ſupplies of the year by at tax, that 


can be impoſed. on an impoveriſhed; and: d — 
25 truth, miniſters begin to — thats our ex- 


very doubtful,. whether 3 rofligacy and mianity 


have left political ſalvation p le to alb the unc- 
| ed wiſdom and virtue of the country. 


„ I lament, as every man muſt. do, the neceſiey of 


impoſing ſo heavy a burthen on the community; and. 


« witha family of eight children, I ſhall feel its pneſ⸗ 
% ſure as much as moſt men: hut I am ſo far from 
« cenſuring the miniſter for having done ſo much, that 


1. ſingerely wiſh. he had dane a. great deal more. In 


the preſent ſituation of Great: Rxitain, and of Europe, 
8 Fan are : ok n Wy. 3 
> . N N us. 


* ER es 
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1 „ 

& us, Inſtead of calling ſor a tenth of a man's income, 
> I wiſh the: miniſter had called fora tenth or for ſuch 
& other portion of every man's whole property, as 
* would have enabled him not merely to make a tem- 
& porary proviſion for the war, but to have paid off, 
© in a few years, the whole or the greateſt part of the 
© national debt.” P. 2. 7 5 5 

A ſtrange ſtatement indeed, from a man of ſo much 
good ſenſe and ſagacity! . | - 5 


Q KuxA o, Kvxao, arg rg Qpevarg EXTETATHE 2 


Let me expoſe the fellacy of this reaſoning by a 
very, prompt intelligible inſtance; which will apply 
alſo much more cogently in the caſe of property, than 
of raced... fc „ 3 : 

The biſhop of Landaff and myſelf have been brought 
up, though at different periods, in the ſame place and 
the ſame diſcipline :- our early ſtudies, our views, our 
habits, and our connections, were much alike. I pro- 
feſs myſelf to feel as ſenſible a reliſh for the real com- 
forts and conveniencies of life, as he can feel. Sup- 
poſe now, my income to be F 200, and his £2000. I 
with my fx children can furniſh ourſelves with no 
more than the actual neceſſaries of food, raiment, and 
habitation, with our reſources. Take from me a tently 
part of this income, and you diſtreſs me beyond deſcrip- 
tion: exact from him in the ſame proportion, and you 

abridge nothing but extravagant ſuperfluity or immo- 
derate accumulation. He has his remedy in retrench- 
ment without the loſs of a fingle comfort. The caſe 
would admit of a much more impreſſive ſtatement to 
the diſadvantage of the Biſhop's argument, if I had not 
ſaid enough already to evince its extreme erroneouſneſs 
to the moſt: ſuperficial underſtanding. . 

„ When all the members of à community are 
4. proportionably reduced, the relation between the 
© individuals, as to the quantum of each man's proper- 

« ty, remaining unaltered, the individuals themſelves 
« will feel no elevation or depreſſion in the ſcale: of 
& ſociety. When all the a wrree of a great build- 


ing fink uniformly, the ſymmetry of the parts is not 
| 5 1k | & injured 5 


| *:& ? 

© injured; the preſſure on each member remains as it 
„Was; no rupture is made: the building will nat be 
* fo lofty, but it may ſtand on a better bottom. 
PP. 3—4. „%%% cet, RS 

The compariſon. is elegant and: ingeruous, but not 
appoſite to the Biſhop's inference in ſome trina par- 
ticulars. For alas! the groumd-foor of this grand and 


ſtable edifice, where myfelf and my meſs- mates of the 


ſuiniſi multitude, were. regaling ourſelves, as weld a8 
exiſting circumſtances would Fabi. admit, on our 
cllceſe-Parings and candles ends ; our ground-floer, 1 
ſay, is ſunk for ever in damps and darknefs;; only to 
make, forſooth! a more firm foundation for: our arif- 
tocratical and prelatical- ſuperiors, who are frifkmg 
and feaſting in 55 upper-raoms With unalloyed. glee 
and their cuſtomary. uncancern.. And this, I appre- 
hend, is 77 1 the caſe with theſe. pc: a 

A1 


. 


ſure, thoſe, he Live by the eapcaditure. of fociety 
and TOE own perſonal exertions, are ground to 
wder. OG P OE ER. 


o 
* 


.I have lately converſed with a variety of men, : 


in different ſtations, and in different. parts of the 
* kingdom, and have ſcarcely. met with one among 
i the landed gentry, and with none among the manu- 
te fafturers, tradeſmen, farmers, and: artificers of 


e country, who has nat declared that be had much 


the 

tt rather his portion of the principab of the 
6 beef Jobs” than be hated wa the taxes 
ce 3 for the payment of the intereſt of it. 
Indeed! Why, the generality ef people, ſpect 
fed in this deſcription, - have no fuck -portaors-in 
their power: no haard, no fecret. ſtock, to dram from. 


Their income is ſucceſſive, and precarious. We can 


contrive, but with difficulty, perad venture, to furniſm 
a guinea for each month; but if you come upon us 
for twelve guineas,, in a mals, we have tem nat. 
But, if this he true af income, how much more of 
property? „„ 8 | 


| uifitions of che miniſten. Whilſt the 
higher orders feel no inconvenience from the pref- 


"F proteſt | 


1 

1 proteſt folemnly, when I obſerve what ſeems to me 
ſuch abſolute ignorance of the ſtate of ſociety in this 
country, and ſuch outrageous defiance of the moſt 
notorious facts, I begin to doubt whether my ideas be 
not abſolutely bewildered, anc my intellect eſſentially 
difordered in it's functions; eſpecially, when I con- 


ſider the character of the writer: I conſole myſelf, 


however, under a conſciouſneſs of honeſt purpoſe, 


and a readineſs to retract any error, into which I may 


corrector. | 5 

„Whatever doubts I formerly entertained, or 
bE; eee all I bave read or heard on the 
« {ubje(t) may ſtill entertain, either on the juſtice or 


have fallen, with grateful acknowledgment to my 


« the neceſlity of commencing this war in which we 


« are engaged, I entertain none on the preſent neceſ- 
& ſity and juſtice of continuing it. Under whatever 


„ circumſtances the war was begun, it is now become 


* juſt; ſince the enemy has refuſed to treat, on 
e terms, for the reſtoration of peace.“ 
. SETS, | PET | 
It requires the dexterity of no common caſuiſt to 


decide after what conceſſions an inſolent aggreſſor, a 


ſanguinary combatant, and an implacable calumniator, 


may be permitted to pronounce his continued oppo- 


ſition to his adverſary juſt and neceſſary: and I am 
ſure it is a very arduous undertaking for that gigantic 
criminal to arbitrate and decide with rigorous impar- 


tiality in his own caſe. But, without much retro- 


ſpective diſputation, I moſt peremptorily deny, that a 
fair trial has been made of the diſpoſition of the 


enemy; and I aſſert in the moſt unqualified language, 


and upon the immoveable aſſurance of human feeling, 


that no enemy whatfoever, fimilarly circumſtanced 


with the French, could be expected to diſcover a 


conciliatory diſpoſition towards the negotiators on the 


late. occaſion. Now this is a very principal and inte- 
"reſting topic, and well worthy a more minute exami- 


nation, as involving moſt materially the main queſtion 
of juſtice and neceffity, as to the point under contem- 


Let 


plation. 


„ 

Let us ſee then, without claiming any extraordinary 
powers of penetration to ourſelves, whether it be not 
caſy to ſuggeſt ſeveral ſtrong preſumptive arguments 
to evince, that miniſters not only were not ſincere 
but in the nature of things, morally ſpeaking, could 
not foffbly be ſincere, in their overtures for peace: 
and ſuch arguments, as, I truſt, will apply with 
irreſiſtible cogency to plain uncorrupted underſtand- 
ings. ' | | | | 
5 The acknowledged character of the two miniſ- 


terial leaders, one in each houſe of Parliament, for 


parricid 


— 


muſt inſiſt upon it, that no man, 


every thing that is ſelf-opinionated, arrogant, auda- 
cious, defamatory, and deſpotical, renders in them a 
ſincere application for peace to men, whom they have 
inceſſantly holden up to univerſal deteſtation as the 
moſt horrible of monſters, all but an actual impoſſibility. 
Daily experience informs us with unerring ſatisfaction, 
that theſe furious and imperious natures, without ſome 
very ſtrong countervailing intereſt, (but the intereſt 
of our corrupt and guilty miniſters is prolonged war 
are never changed: and we ſee in fact, from the late 
ſpeeches of the miniſtry, no abatement of their viru- 
lence and animoſity ; whilſt the French continue the 
ſame regicides and atheiſts as before, Implacable 
n regular government, on one hands indelible 

icide, impious diſorder, on the other ;—can theſe 
unite, with cordiality and benevolent intention? 1 


o 


| W n Ppevas eCenero Zeve, 

ſound in his intellects, and poſſeſſing the lighteſt 
acquaintance with human manners, can think ſuch an 
amicable aſſociation poſſible. Beſides, is it to be 
endured, tEat our infatuation and intrigues ſhall force 
Holland into a cruſade againſt her intereſt, deliver her 
up to an-enraged enemy, and then- from Wy EI i 
kindneſs ſtrip her of all the means of reſtoration to 
proſperity, her foreign ſettlements, and retain them, 
truly! for our own indemnification and aggrandiſe- 
ment? France will deſerve all the invectives, which 


the untameable tongue of Lord Grenville has poured 


upon 


( 2 » 

upon her, if ſhe does not oppoſe ſuch ſwindling per- 

537 at the riſk even of bar Sa exiſtence. dls 
2. The eftabliſhed conduct of theſe miniſters con- 

ſtitutes an indubitable proof of their ill faith in this 

tranfattion; znd a > deduced alſo from the immu- 


table operation of Truman paſſions. They have bur- 


thened the country with ani immenſe overwhelming + 


debt by an unexampled prodigality of the public 


money; they have reduced thouſands and tens of 
thoufands td wretchedneſs and beggary ; they have 


occafroned: a devaſtation of the human ſpecies infi- 
nitely tremendous beyond the moſt mercileſs tyrants 
of ancient or modern times; the death of a fellow- 
creature is no more to them, than the fall of an 
autumnal leaf in the pathlefs deſert ;- land and ſea is 


ary 


engendered ſham Ba falſe alarms, and vi 


affamnations, for the purpoſes of deluding the un- 


waty, and to eſtabliſh their own power by a military 
defpotifm, in due time, over England, like that, 
- which now tramples bleeding Ireland to the earth: 
have perſecured unto death, they have exiled to 
the ends of the world, pug they now empriſon with 
inconceivable rigour, (I 
Eno) their fellow- citizens, for trivial and venial 
offences, againſt every principle of conſtitutional Iaw, 
pure juſtice, and ſound policy :—after a long courſe o 
theſe and other enormities, can ſuch men, I aſk, in an 
inſtant, become bemevolentz pacific; haters of blood - 
ſhed, and lovers of their country ?—Add not inſult 
to our fufferings. 15 on 


2 Again: to diſcard from view every other con- 
fideration 


ion, the minifters muſt have expetted, that the 
Prench, whom tliey kave regarded as wor/e than 
Huter, would prove themſelves more than men, if they 
ned on a cordial negociation on the part of tho 
republic, with an adverſary who had ſo reviled her, 
_ ants whom fhe juſtly referied; as their ultimate ori- 


ker country with floods of ſlaughter. The n 


muft have ſern, for it was clear to the moſt ſuperficial 
| | z obſerva- 


covered with the carcaſſes of their lain e Prod | 


peak. what I have ſeen and | 


gira, thoſe anparalteled calamities, that had deſolated 
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obſervation, that the French, if they poſſeſſed intet- 
le&s one degree above fatuity, would be ſenſible, that 
no peace with the Engliſh government, as now con- 
ducted, could be liberal, ſubſtantial, permanent; or 
any thing more, than a mere diſguiſed hoſtility, from 
an inability to execute it's purpoſes ; ready to tear off 
the maſk on the firſt convenient occaſion, that ſhould 
preſent itſelf, Who, I ſay, but ideots, could expect 
a candid and honeſt intercourſe in ſuch a negotiation 
on the part of the French republic? It were an out- 
rage to human feeling and univerſal experience to 
pretend it. 5 „ 

4. The re- appointment of Lord Malmſbury to 
that negotiation was in itſelf a groſs inſult to the 
French nation; and, as ſuch, an indubitable ſymptom _ 


of inſincerity on the part of the Engliſh miniſters. . 


A detailed narrative of a private converſation, im- 
preſſed with the cleareſt marks of exaggeration, ma- 
nagement, and diplomatic artifice, 5 


ä - to make the worſe appear 
The better reaſon; 


if it muſt not be ſtigmatized as a ſcandalous act of 
treachery, was at leaſt fo ungracious and indecorous a 
diſcovery of confidential communication, as could 

not fail to render that nobleman peculiarly obnoxious 
to his opponents, and indeed muſt neceſſarily excite 
ſuſpicions in every calm obſerver, extremely dilre- 
putable to the good faith of his employers. 

5. The tyrannicil temper and the violent meaſures 
of the prefent adminiſtration, exemplified by a tranſ- 
greſſion of the liberal policy of our anceſtors and the 
confeſled principles of conſtitutional freedom in ſuch 
numerous and momentous inſtances, form ſo great a 
contraſt to the free energies of republican equality, 
as will not allow me to ſuppoſe for a ſingle moment, 
that Mr. Pitt and his colleagues entertained a ſincere 
wiſh of a hearty reconciliation and friendly intercourſe 
with the French government. They muſt be ſenſible, 
how ſuch a commerce, ſooner or later, muſt diſfolve 
an uſurpation of power in which they have fenced 

| e | ; them- 


8 ( 14 ) | 

themſelves by a copious manufacture of their ſtaple _ 
commodity, poſts arid peerages; by a diffuſion of 
corrupt humours through every vein of the body 
politic, even to the evaneſcent ramifications of it's 
capillary veſſels; and by a proſtitute majority of 
borough-mongers, loan-jobbers, military officers, pen- 
ſioners, and official ſycophants, in the lower houſe, 
Nay, through ſuch an amplitude of circumference is 
their vicious and contaminating influence now propa- 

_ gated in every direction, that their power is irreſiſtible 

throughout the country, notwithſtanding all their miſ- 
carriages and miſcondutt; notwithſtanding their pal- 
Pable inability, and the acknowledged inefficacy of 
their meaſures: for I almoſt queſtion, whether a dozen 
men, at all diſtinguiſhed for intelle&, and virtue, and 
political diſquiſition, who are at this hour the 2dvo- 
cates of the preſent miniſtry, can be found in Britain, 

1 rom old Belerium to the northern main, : 

not connected, in fact or expectancy, by themſelves or 
their relatives, with ſome, Who depend on the emolu- 
ments of the eſtabliſned ſyſtem; as churchmen, officers 
in the army or navy, contractors, money-lenders, lav- 
yers, or civil placemen. Is it for ſuch a crew to wiſh 
and promote a pacific communication with the French 

republic? The ſentiments of Achilles to Hector 
muſt neceſſarily be the ſentiments of ſuch governments 

to each other: | ER.” 5 


Dioeteſted as thou art, and ought to be, | 
Nor oath, nor pact, Achilles plights with thee 
Such pacts as lambs and rabid wolves, combine, 
: Such leagues as men and furious lions join, 
| To ſuch [I call the gods! one conflant ſtate _ 
Of laſting rancour and eternal hate: 6 
No thought but rage, and never-ceafing ſtrife, - 
Till death extinguiſh rage, and thought, and life. | 
1 Posz's Iliad, xxii. 335. 


6. Laſtly, that recovery from ſo profound a ſtupe- 

faction, which an intercourſe with France, in union 
- with a reflection on the miſeries of an unneceſſary, 

ruinous, and fruitleſs war, in addition to that dreadful 
diſcloſure of the real Rate of our finances, muſt-indu- 
. nf... Pd 5 4 


„ : 


bitably effect In every rank of people i in this country, 


makes a continuance of 'the preſent miniſters in office, 
after a general pacification, the higheſt improbability 


imaginable. That gigantic monſter of miniſterial de- 


pravity, who has ſtalked abroad with ſuch effrontery, 


and inſolently defied the loud bluſterings of martial 


conflict, will be certainly diveſted of his cloak by the 


gentle, but ſearching, energies of peace. How then 
can they be ſuppoſed deſirous to accelefate that period, 
when they ſhall be deſpoiled of their power, and left 


naked to popular indignation, after. ſo long and un- 
bridled a career of wickedneſs, and ſuch a multitugle 


of enormous crimes? Fallen arrogance excites A: 


_ ©. compaſhon : diſcarded favourites have no friend: 
Where er they turn, they meet a ſtranger” s eye: {= 
Their ſuppliants ſcorn them, and their followers fly. 75 


80 juſt and neceſſary is this war 
And, were there even a bridge over the aw, 
© Frante durſt not make an incurſion: with half her 


e numbers. She knows how ready her neighbours 


. 6 would be to revenge the injuries they have ſuſtained, 
„how ready her own citizens would be to regain 
te the bleſſings they have loſt, could they once ſee all 
« her forces occupied in a diſtant country.“ P. "3+ 
If this feat were indeed accompliſhed, 
and the mole iwmenſe wrought on 
Over the foaming deep high-arch'd, a dien 
Of length prodigious; | 7, 
the moſt ſanguine wiſhes of the republichos! would be 
gratified. The ſolicitude, I trow, of Buonaparte and 
his columns (unrivalled captain! unconquerable he- 
roes !) does not turn upon “ what numbers we ſhould 
© oppole againſt him,” but“ how he can get at us.“ 
No great expeGation will be formed of Engliſn proweſs 
on it's own ground, with all our ſwaggering preten- 
ſions, by thoſe who recolle& the adventures of about 
9000 ragamuffin breechleſs loons from Scotland, but a 
few years ago. Though the. Biſhop of Landaff Will 
prove, I doubt not, a ſecond CO at the leaſt, too 


many of us, I fear, will, alas! reſemble the Satyrs in 
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Euripides, who had made loud ang boaſtful profeſſion 


of their readinels to aſſiſt the heroyn burning the eye 
of Polyphemus, but miſerably failed in the perform- 


ance of their engagement, when the hour of experi- 


 Jupplementary militia-man ): © Aye! an 


ment was come. Do but ſee,“ ſays one, (a city light 
horſeman ) ** what a long way I am off! It is impoſſi- 
„dle for me to reach him.”—<© Oh; what a ſudden 
« lameneſs has ſeized my poor leg!“ 1 another (a 

mine too!“ 


ſays a third (a voluntary cavalier} A moſt unac- 


4 countable ſpaſm began to contract my feet, juſt as 1 


«© was Teady.”—* And theſe eyes of mine,” exclaims 
another (a provincial affociator ), © are full of aſhes, 
« from ſome inexplicable cauſe or other.” —*© The 
© truth is,“ ſaid a ch (a lifſe- and. fortune man), it is 


a generous compaſſion for our bones that ſuggeſts 


e thele excuſes; but I am acquainted with a charm of 


„Orpheus, a moſt admirable fpecific! which will 


« teach the brand how to march at once of it's own 
6& accord, and put out his eye!“ | 


In ſhort, this gay flouriſh of the ſpirited Biſhop 


reminds one of a ſimilar bravado from that moſt re- 


— 4525 and peerleſs captain, hight Lord Hawkſ- 
ury; i Ts . 1 


(—— A,, ape xa TEAGYN. 
Ye little ſtars, hide your diminiſhed rays ;) 


2nd of his march to Paris and I partly believe, one 
would be as completely realiſed as the other, That 


we have ever been an over-match for the French, is 


aſctibable ſolely to a better government but great in- 


deed muſt that interval be, which moſt rapid advances 


in this direction, and a lamentable retrogreſſion in that, 
Will ndt quickly render evaneſcent. _ 
But, however this may terminate, I conſider that 


_ 1nfinuation of the domineering terrors of the French 


army, and a ſecret willingneſs in a conſiderable part 


of the French nation, but for this reſtreint, to return 
to their vomit, and reſtore royalty, as a viſion © through | 
„ the ivory gate,” a notion perfectly unſubſtantial, 


contradicted alike by the teſtimony of travellers, and 
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undiſputed fact. It is moſt notorious, that the armies 
of France have been the moſt ſtrenuous and invarĩable 
ſupporters of republicaniſm throughout the conflict. 
Now theſe armies were not, like our's, a collection of 
the vagabonds and outcaſts of ſociety, mere profligate 
mergenaries (the common men, I mean), but a ſelection 
from all orders of citizens by a rigorous requiſition; 


and of courſe may be regarded as an adequate and fair 


repreſentative of the whole community. What then, 


1 aſk, ſhould have hindered them from reinſtating mo- 


narchy, had they been fo perverſely inclined? But 
nothing leſs was in the contemplation of theſe true 
patriots : | | He 
—— ju belua ruptis, 
Cium ſemel effugit, reddit ſe prava catenis ? 

„ But if I were aſked whether an equal number of 
„ Engliſhmen would beat theſe conquerors of Italy, 
© I would anſwer, as an Engliſh ambaſſador anſwered 
« a king of Pruſſia, when, at a review of his forces, 


te he aſked the ambaſſador * whether he thought that 


+ an equal number of Enghſhmen could beat his 


&« Pruffians,'—* I cannot tell (replied the ambaſſador) 
„ whether an equal number would beat them; but 1 
« am certain half the number would try.” P. 15. 
The Auſtrian ſquadrons and Hungarian infantry, 
with whoſe martial character the fineſt troops of 
Britam (not your ſupplementary militia and volunteer 
cavalry }, in the opinion of thoſe troops themſelves at 
the ſiege of Valenciennes, could venture no compari- 
ſon; they, Iſay, would peruſe, beyond all controverſy, 
this extravagance of national vanity with a ſmile of 
ineffable contempt:—how much more their con- 
querors? Perſonal courage is not wholly conſtitu- 
tional; but is a compound of native energy and habit, 
invigorated by a conſciouſneſs of ſuperior {kill and 
glorious exploits. But in theſe reſpects what nation 
can be put in competition with the French, whether 
of modern fame, or of ancient ſtory ? . Ec? 
Many honeſt men, I am ſenfible, have been 
e alarmed into a belief, that were the French to in- 


* yade this country, they would be joined by great 


* num- 
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© numbers of diſcontented men. This is not my opi- 


„ nion.“ PP. 16—17. 


On the contrary, I am fully ſatisfied, that, if the 


French could land a conſiderable army in this country, 
to the number, ſuppoſe, of 60,000 or 70, ooo men 
(which, nevertheleis, appears to me utterly impracti- 
cable, with our preſent naval ſuperiority) the kingdom 


would be loſt for ever. The ſame cauſe, which has 
Facilitated the progreſs of the republicans on the con- 
tinent, would operate as powerfully for them in this 
country alſo : namely, a degree of poverty and wretch- 


edneſs in the lower orders of the community, which, 


eſpecially in their preſent ſtate of depravity and igno- 
rance, will render the chances, even from confuſion, 
of any change deſirable. I believe from my ſoul, that 
within three miles of the houſe, where I am writing 


| theſe pages, there is a much greater number of. ſtarv- 


ing, miſerable human beings, the hopeleſs victims of 
penury and diſtreſs, than on any equal portion of 
ground through the habitable globe. A fable of our 


_ | old friend Æſop is extremely appoſite on this occaſion ; 


which I ſhall preſent to the reader in the ample ſtile 
of Croxall: US 5 FL RT 
| Plain truth, dear Murray ! needs no flowers of ſpeech ; 
So take it in the very words of Creech, 
Fu SENSIBLE Als. 
An old fellow was feeding an aſs in a fine green 
meadow ; and, being alarmed with the ſudden approach 
of the enemy, was impatient with the aſs to put him- 


ſelf forward, and fly with all the ſpeed that he was 
able. The als aſked him, Whether or no he thought 
the enemy would clap two pair of panniers upon his 


back? The man ſaid, No; there was no fear of that. 


Why then, ſays the aſs, I will not ſtir an inch: for 


what is it to me, who my maſter is, ſince I ſhall but 
carry my panniers, as uſual ? | 

| Tue Application. TE 

This fable ſhews us, how much in the wrong the 


©. Poorer ſort of people moſt commonly are, when they 
are under any concern, about the revolutions of a 


govern- 


— 
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i- government. All the alteration, which they can feel, 
is, perhaps, in the name of their ſovereign, or ſome 
1e ſuch important trifle ; but they cannot well be poorer, 
7 or made to work harder than they did before. 
n Thus far Dr. Croxall! : | 
i- Does it follow that there ought to be no diſtinc- 
n tion in ſociety, with reſpect to rank or riches, be- 
E 6 cauſe there are none in a ſtate of nature? P. 37. 
— It follows, I think, moſt unqueſtionably, that no 
is diſtinctions in ſociety ſhould prevail, but what ariſe 
1 from perſonal merit and public ſervices. That the 
, father's honours, which have been juſtly paid him, 
* Mould be regularly tranſmitted, in connection with 
, various privileges and immunities, to his undeſerving 
it children, is a ſtupidity, I ſhould think, which few _ | 
g will be forward to defend. But ſo circumſtanced are i | 
— the ariſtocratical dignities of this country! Some- ; 
Ff thing, alas! beſides Virtue, is Nobility in Engtand. 
f An advocate for inequality like this ſhall receive no 
r commendations at my hands. He deſerves well nei 
; ther of Humanity nor the Goſpel, _ 3 
8 To the remarks of the Biſhop on the ſubject of 


religion, I beg leave, in the main, to ſubſcribe my teſy 
timony of concurrence and - £ dp crit: as far as they 
are explicit. On this ſubje& he is more himſelf ; and 
ſpeaks with that perſpicuity and frankneſs, which 
characteriſe all his writings. As to an eccleſiaſtical 
eſtabliſhment in alliance with the ſtate, or rather de- 
pendent on it, I conſider ſuch a confederacy as a mon- 
ſtrous ſoleciſm in Chriſtian polity Vas a fraudulent- 
uſurpation over that © liberty, with which Chriſt has 
made us free: —as an impious proſtitution of the 
ſimplicity and ſincerity of the Goſpel, a ſcheme of 
univerſal philanthropy and freedom, to ſecular and 
Intereſted purpoſes ;—in ſhort, as the prominent cha- 
racteriſtic of that antichriſtian tyranny, which is now 
ripe for ſummary vengeance and eternal extirpation. 
| 1 regard (to ule great plainneſs of ſpeech ) your Arch- : 
| biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Canons, Prebendaries, ane 
if all the muſter-roll of eccleſiaſtical ariſtocracy, as the 
deſpicable trumpery of prieſtcraft and I 
V 3 
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and a grievous domination over the meck principles 
of evangelical ſobriety: but I am utterly incapable, 
as God is my witnefs! of the leaſt diſaffettion to the 
perſons of theſe churchmen, or of the {lighteſt wiſh 
to injure them, becauſe their opinions are not conſo- 
nant to mine. All I want, is a reciprocal indulgence 
to my perſon and perſuaſions: an indulgence which 
is ſeldom ſhewn. This I know : a plentiful harveſt 
of unbelievers will continue to be reaped, whilſt 
Chriſtianity is ſo taught, ſo praftiſed, and ſo believed, 
I ſhould entertain far better hopes of leading a French 
infidel to accept the pure religion of the. ſcriptures, 
than a bigotted, ſuperſtitions Churchman. One is 
indeed much nearer to the truth; than is the other. 
Conviction may be produced in leſs time, than preju- 
dices can be untaught, and evil conceptions eradicated 
from the underſtanding; which would then be in the 
ſituation only, after all, of an ingenuous infidel, who 
had enjoyed no opportunities of contemplating the 
revelation of Jeſus in her native beauty. I prefer 
neutrality to prepoſſeſſion, docility to conceit. The 
tafk of unlearning is much more arduous than that of 
direct inſtruction. Timotheus, a moſt eminent per- 
former on the flute, contemporary with Philip and 
Alexander, was accuſtomed, we are told, (Ouintil. 
Inſt. ii. g. ed. Burm.) to require a double price from 
thoſe pupils, who had been diſciplined by a former 
maſter. Men, who receive emoluments under a church 
eſtabliſhment, may be as ſincere. believers as they 
pleaſe; but they have no right to demand from others 
an acceptance of their own'convittion as dilintereſted 
and independent teſtimony. Reaſon reſiſts their plea, 
The nature of things is not to be changed or reverſed 
for their credit and accommodation: and the good 
ſenſe of mankind will demur at an appeal to ſuch 
advocates of revelation to the end of time. Thou 
ſhalt take no gift; for à gift blindeth the eyes of the wiſe, 
and peroerteth the words of the righteous, FE 

% J am not altogether inſenſible of the danger 1 
% may have incurred, (ſhould matters come to extre- 
6“ mity) by thus publicly addreſſing my countrymen. 
| 1 N 6 1 might 
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« I might have concealed my ſentiments, and waited 


« in retirement, till the ſtruggle had been over, and 
6 the iſſue known; but I diſdain ſafety accompanied 
„with diſhonour. When Hannibal is at the gates, 
* rho but a poltroon would liſten to the timid coun- 
e {els of neutrality, or attempt to ſcreen himſelf from 
© the calamity coming on his country, by ſkulking as 
© a vagabond amid the mountains of Wales or of 
« Weſtmoreland? I am ready, and I am perſuaded 
that I entertain a juſt confidence in ſaying, that hun- 
„ dreds of thouſands of loyal and honeſt men are as 


ready as I am, to hazard every thing in defence of 


« the country.” PP. 41—42. 

On a ſtbje& of this kind, a man can only undertake 
to anſwer for himſelf; and I feel no difficulty in ſay- 
ing for myſelf, that I am not one of theſe © hundreds 
„of thouſands” ſo very loyal and ſo very honeſt, as 
the Biſhop of Landaff, 'My life and my books are 


all the perſonalities, that I value; and neither of them 
(for I have not taſted lotus) ſhall be hazarded in de- 


fence of the preſent adminiſtration, If the French 
come, they ſhall find me at my poſt, a watchful centi- 
nel in my proper box, wy STUDY, among the venera- 
ble dead: ſometimes inveſtigating the origin of man 


and primzval hiſtory, by turning the dark lanthern of 


| heathen records, or trimming. the everlaſting lamp. of 
Moſes; ſometimes muling with the divine profeſſors 
of the tuneful art, on ſubjects of taſte and fancy; and 
fometimes meditating with the men of Galilee on 
mortality and immortality. No ſyſtems of © the many 


„made for one,” no zeal in ſupport of frontleſs cor- 


ruption and “ every evil work,” -ſhall dip my hands 
in the blood of wen! N 


a Non res Romanæ, perituraque regna—. 


Let thoſe, who have an intereſt in theſe fooleries and 


fins; let thoſe, who have brought us to this molt 
alarming criſis, —ſtep forwards in the day of danger, 
and fight the battles. of their Baal and their Mammon: 
let theſe, I ſay, buckle on their panoply in defence of 


monarchy againſt republicaniſmi, and ſtand up for do- 


meſtic 
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meſtic robbers againft a foreign ſpoiler. We, fons of 


peace, or ſee, or think we ſee, a gleam of glory through 
the miſt, which now envelopes our horizon. Great 
| revolutions are accompliſhing 7 Aa general fermentation 
is working for the purpoſe of general refinement 
through the umverſe : a 


. ”s 
o 


incipiunt magni procedere menſes, 


We will wait the event, „through evil report and 
good report,” in defiance of penalties and pains, of 
perſecutions, impriſonments, and deaths; with tremb- 
ling hope, but with a firm and tranquil refignation, 
Know now, whether this be thy ſon's coat, ox not, A 
miniſter and believer of the goſpel ſhould be well 
aſſured of the rectitude of his cauſe, before he becomes 
cruſader under the pretended banners of order and 
religion. If I ſawa government, whether monarchical 
or republican, devored folely to the moral 'and intel- 
lectual melioration of it's ſubjects, ſteadily and ſyſtem- 
atically bent on the promotion of their temporal 
comfort and accommodation by beneficent and equal 
laws; that government ſhould find me as 241505 
and uniform in it's ſupport, as the moſt forward of 
it's champions: but, When 'I ſee all conſideration of 
the public welfare ſwallowed up in a domineering 
profligacy, venality, and ſelfiſhneſs; when I behold 
the moſt hideous crimes daringly perpetrated under 
the pretence of preſerving regularity and ſibordina- 
tion; when 1 ſee Religion employed as a ſtate engine 
of defpotifm and murder, by a ſet of men who axe 
Worle than heathens and infidels in their lives: — 
when I obſerve theſe, and other enormitics, which 
the time would fail me to enumerate, committed with- 
out ſcruple and without remorſe, to maintain, for- 
ſooth ! a degenerate conſtitution of ideal excellence 
and practical depravitv, and am called upon to defend 
it again invaders; I revolt at ſuch an audacious im- 
poſition, and pity the underſtanding that can be duped 
25 ſuch deſpicable artifice. I know the difference 
between Chriſtianity and fecularity— between vice and 
Virtue—between public bleſſings and national calami- 
: f tles 


(n 1 
of ties between peculation and patriotiſm between 
freedom and coercion between ſimple uncoſtly juſ- 


cal WW tice and ruinous law-chicanery between liberal reli- 

PH gion and a yenal creed - between fancies and realities, 

ent as well as the generality of my ſuperiours in rank 
and ſtation. | „„ 

I have now animadverted, as far as I thought ſufſi- 
| cient, but with ſtudied lenity and a perpetual repref- 
nd don of my feelings from, 2 conſideration. of the, diſ- 
bh tinguiſhed character whom I oppoſe, on ſome. excep- 


tionable poſitions of a very exceptionable publication, 
eninently adapted to confirm and quicken in their 
inſane career the moſt peſtilential miniſtry ever com- 
miſioned by the wrath of Heaven to fink a great, but 
guilty, nation in the gulph of diſgrace and miſery. 
I with our author, had rather found himſelf impelled 


notes of ſuppreſſion and retreat to theſe wild incen- 
diaries, than ſound the clarion of hoſtility: and per- 


to this. He will neither ſtand, nor fall, by my ſen- 


mind much more. rational in itſelf, than the propoſi- 
tions ſuggeſted in his pamphlet; and not leſs in uni- 


of the founder of our faith. | 
If the French, republic. ſhould, continue firm and 
aithful to itſelf, there, exiſts not, I believe, ab inkin 


of a much longer continuance of the war. Now this 


liture from a perpetual ftate of complete preparation 


nenlion a boundleſs prodigality throughout every de- 
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by the pacihc dictates of our religion to breathe the 


ſeverance, Surely lenitives, not ſtimulants, were the 
proper application to their ſtate, of irritability and 
inammation: ſurely their impetuoſity demanded the 
bridle of Tbeopompus to reſtrain, not the goad of 
Ephorus to impel. But the Biſhop himſelf muſt look 


tence. Before I conclude, however, let. me be per- 
mitted to ſubmit an expedient, which appears to my. 


lon, I think, with the mild ſpirit and explicit dictates 


an in theſe kingdoms, who can perſuade himſelf of 
a pollible redemption to this country, on a eee = 
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ar is hopeleſs; for in what quarter are the French 
ulnerable by us? And the enormity of our expen- 


o rehſt the menaced - invaſion, that I may omit to 


partment- | 
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_ partment of public office, is daily operating with 
aggravated and reſiſtleſs preſſure. Is it not fatuity 
then, is it not madneſs, for the nation at large to 
acquieſce in meaſures, which abſolutely leave our de- 

ſtruction in the power of our enemies, without the 
neceſſity of landing a ſingle ſoldier on our coaſts ? 

And who are benefited by this frantic procedure, but 

a few greedy, obſtinate, baffled, tyrannical, and ſan- 

guinary men in office; the ſcourge of this nation, and 
the contempt of Europe ? 1 8 5 

« But the animoſity of the French is implacable, 

“ They are immovably determined on our deſtruction, 

& They will make peace on no conditions, which 

ce ought to be accepted by Great Britain.“ —All this 

1 abſolutely deny, by maintaining, that no proper 
experiment has been made; and no man can put in 
his claim to demand belief from me to a mere aſſertion 
without proof. You have indeed ſolicited a negotia- 
tion; but through the medium of men, whom it is 
NOT POSS1B3LE for the French to think ſincere, or to 
regard as friends. Change your miniſtry, reſtore your 
conſtitution, correct your abuſes, and calm your ſpirit; 
then (and ſurely they, who have been ſlicceſsful in 
their predictions through all this conflict, have more 

reaſon to expect attention to their opinions, than 

- thoſe who have been invariably wrong; ) then, I ſay, 
ſolicit peace; and, take my wofd for it, the French 
republic, ſo far from inſiſting on any conceſſions of 
humiliation and diſgrace, will come forwards to em- 
brace you, will eagerly accept your friendſhip, and be 

roud of a connettion with the firſt people in the 
univerſe. Should I be miſtaken in this event, and 
have formed a- wrong judgement of their temper and 
deſigns, ſtill the good effect of this advice will be an 
ineſtimable acquifition—a vigorous and generous 
UNAN1MITY among outſelves, But, untill this alter- 
native has been adopted, untill this experiment has 
been made, I muſt infiſt, that the pertinacious aſſeve- 
ration of the impracticability of peace is a proof of 
intolerable, ſhameleſs impudence ; a mere ſtratagem of 

intereſt and impoſture; I muſt infiſt, that the conti - 
: | : nuance 
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nuance of war is a deſperate profligacy in the miniſ- 
ters, and a ruinous infatuation in the people ; and that 
all incentive to the prolongation of this monſtrous 


work of deſolation calamity, and blood, is 2001 - 


PIETY, In ſhoxt, the circumſtances of the time moſt 
imperiouſly demand the interference of THAT MAN, 
who, for diffuſive political wiſdom, gentleneſs of na- 
ture, and genuine philanthropy, unalloyed by a ſingle 
particle of bitterneſs, animoſity, or reſentment, has 
not, and, perhaps, never had, a ſuperiour among his 
ſpecies: A MAN, as preferable to your vital Chriſtianity 


politicians, as ſolid actions to empty ſounds, as the 


ubſtance of Virtue to her ſhadow. * Conſider of it, 

te take advice, and ſpeak your minds,” My ſenti- 

ments are before you. | 75 
Inde etenim nobis, nec fas aliunde, redibunt 


Vitales fortaſſe anime, lucisqque prioris 5 
Uſura Z TERNAS NE DEVOLYAMUR AD UMBRASG 


: Hackney, 5555 
January goth, 1798. N 
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